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At a large rally in Panama City on the evening of Feb. 12 to mark his birthday, Gen. Manuel Antonio
Noriega called on the US to "keep its hands off Panama." Speaking amid chants of "not a single
step backwards," Noriega warned Washington to "go carefully, because this nation is not the
Philippines, it is not Haiti." The general said the US government has resorted to all manner of
subterfuges in its campaign to discredit him. "There is only one option they have not yet tried
death, and I am challenging them." According to Prensa Latina, Noriega addressed "thousands"
at the Atlapa Convention Center. Last week, Noriega demanded that the Southern Command
be removed from Panama. At the rally, the general reiterated this demand. He stated that the
Southern Command is the "electronic brain of US defense...something we do not care about.
These people are not supposed to join the friends or enemies of another country, whether leftists
or rightists." He continued by pointing out that US forces on site for defense of the Canal are not
linked to the Southern Command, and are under separate command. Noriega referred to 1964, when
28 Panamanians were killed, and 300 wounded and 500 persons arrested in a riot sparked by an
attempt by high school students to hoist a Panamanian flag in the Canal Zone. He then said, "Those
who believe this nation will retreat are wrong. There is no confusion here. There is a reality here: if
we give up today, we become slaves tomorrow." (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 02/12/88)
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